
PTA Meeting
September 11, 2024 at 7:00pm

_______________________________________________________________________

Welcome - Caryn Neumann

● Welcome everyone!

● Caryn facilitated introductions from all attendees.

Principal Update - Amanda Kanter

● All roads lead to Churchill! Appreciate flexibility from students and parents with construction.

● Appreciate PTA efforts on Runathon in a new location.

● New literacy curriculum: Into Reading – plethora of resources.

● Dual Language program adjusted minutes in Spanish and English literacy to create more balance.

● Thank you to PTA volunteers at Picture Day!

● PTA Drama Club & Chess Club: thank you, PTA, for these Churchill-connected experiences!

● Smore communication glitches in Principal newsletter: appreciate PTA’s patience.

Guest Speaker - Gilda Ross - GPS Parent Series

● There are many GPS events for elementary school parents – at 12 pm, 7 pm, or on YouTube.

Come to GPS Parent Series events before your kids are in high school! See

https://gpsparentseries.org/

● GPS is free to everyone. Please get the word out!

District 41 Board Member - Dr. Bob Bruno

● Full-day kindergarten construction is under way at Churchill, including a playground to be

constructed by October.

● Full-day kindergarten program update and community forums to be conducted soon.

● Strategic plan work to be conducted by the Board.

● Bus company performance is well under expectations since the start of the school year. We are

working with them to make changes. Board is committed to getting this right whatever it takes.

Dr. Bruno is deeply sorry that anyone has experienced a late bus, etc.

○ Parent commented that she appreciates the shift in tone from Jeff (Superintendent)

regarding the bussing issues.

● Question submitted by parent: concern about playground. Would like padding (instead of wood

chips) on Gaga Pit – like Forest Glen has.

● Dual Language parent question – former Churchill students being put in a Dual Language

program at Hadley, serving as translators for other students, and parents were not notified. 8

https://gpsparentseries.org/


English speaking 7th grade students in this program. It’s a remedial class for English literacy. Bob

will look into this. He was unaware.

● Bob question for parents: Is there something more D41 could do for parents?

○ Mrs. Aldrich idea: monthly touchback to talk about technology, new apps, etc.

Churchill Teacher Representatives - Dee Dee Aldrich & Kristen Travers

● Book Fair & Ice Cream Social were very fun!

● Teacher Welcome Back Breakfast was great and appreciated!

President – Caryn Neumann

● We have a new website! churchillpta.org

● We surveyed the Churchill community on PTA activities last year. Caryn shared results. We are

open to feedback and make changes when we receive feedback.

President-Elect - Kaci Snyder

● Kaci oversees family events – e.g., Book Fair & Ice Cream Social, Roller Skating, etc.

1st Co-VP’s: Programming - Aline Cox & Stephanie LaCamera

● Programming oversees various events, including Fall Fest.

● Aline shared a letter/photo of a scholarship recipient from last year.

2nd VP: Ways & Means – Anne Young

● Oversees Runathon, Cook’s Night Out, and Parent Social

● Givebacks app for phone–simple way to donate to the PTA for free (purchases at Rosati’s, India

Palace, Two Toots, etc. automatically include donation to the PTA just by using your registered

credit card)

3rd VP: Communications – Carrie Mariot & Jackie MacMillan

● Weekly newsletter goes out on Mondays. Send announcements by Thursday to be added.

● Now using Smore as a platform – includes language translation automatically.

4th VP: Language & Cultural Diversity – Emnie Staley

● If interested in getting more involved, email Emnie at diversity@churchillpta.org

● Three goals for Language & Cultural Diversity committee:

○ Promote and advocate for Churchill's language programs

○ Encourage parent involvement from all language and cultural groups.

■ This year, the translation for the newsletter is via Smore. Backpack mail

translation can be requested by emailing diversity@churchillpta.org

○ Celebrate all language and cultural groups

■ Our main event in this area is our annual International Night, which will take

place on April 11 this year.



Treasurer – Michelle Trush - Review and Approve Budget & Audit

● Last year: net profit of $10K. Lower expenses last year.

● Current cash position: $52K, including reserves

● Keeping higher budget for events that benefit the whole school

● Adding budget line for Camp Out with a Good Book

● Adding $2K budget for classroom parties to make classroom party volunteering more accessible

● Rollerskating will again be free this year

● Dance & Date will be free this year

● Motion to adopt the budget for this year. Kate Marsh motioned. Kaci seconded. Motion

unanimously approved. Budget passed.

● Aline motioned to approve the audit. Anne seconded the motion. Unanimously approved. Audit

approved.

● Insurance has been renewed for the year.

● Reminder about using tax exempt form for any PTA purchases.

Secretary – Beth Tiltges - Approve May Meeting Minutes & Membership (Silver Star Level Achievement

for last year)

● The early membership drive has been successful with 142 members thus far! 11 of these

memberships are from faculty.

● Once the class and faculty lists are shared, we will update DirectorySpot for all PTA members -

this will be late September/early October.

● Carrie Mariot motioned to approve May meeting minutes. Jasmine Rivera seconded.

Unanimously approved May meeting minutes.

Committee Chair Reports

Volunteer Coordinator - Rebecca Kuhlmann Taylor
● All committee chair roles are filled for this year!
● See the volunteer toolkit (on churchillpta.org under Resources) for all information needed for

committee chairs to run their PTA event, including some new translation procedures for this year
and a reminder about how to get updated student numbers for backpack mail.

● There are many other ways to get involved with PTA volunteering--contact Rebecca at
volunteer@churchillpta.org for more information.

● If you plan to volunteer during the school day, read through D41's Volunteer Handbook (linked in
the PTA's Aug 26 and Sept 2 newsletters) and fill out the form linked at the end of the handbook.

Chess Wolves - Dan Olson & Lucy Pask
● Main goal: creating a chess team (vs. a chess club) to have a sense of camaraderie.
● Transitioned from professional coach last year to Dan Olson coaching with Glenbard West

student assistants
● 16 kids registered this fall. Will cap at 36 kids.
● Weekly chess newsletter this year
● Last year: challenges with doors being locked to get into school. So far so good this year!



Book Fair & Ice Cream Social - Abby Woenker, Sarah Dickinson & Megan Guffey
● Thank you to Sarah, Megan, and Abby!
● Around 500 kids (plus parents)
● About $2,500 back in books to Churchill from book fair

Run-A-Thon - Wednesday, September 25 at Ackerman - Kaci Snyder & Stacy Short
● Keep pushing registration! Raffles have started.
● $8K fundraised so far, not including corporate sponsors.
● ⅓ of volunteer spots filled so far.
● Multiple grades running at once.
● Permission slips for kids to go on the bus to Ackerman will go home next week.

Churchill Drama - Charleston! - November 16 & 17 - Jessica Powell & Melissa Dunham
● Show is cast and rehearsals have started. Mark your calendars for the show at Hadley on Nov 16

& 17.
● Drama Club is looking for apprentices to learn how to be Chair for next year.

Spirit Wear - Audrey Savikas & Tammy Sobecki - Store open until 9/15
● Going well

Cooks Night Off - Jeanesse Miller
● Barone’s frozen pizza sale is going on now.
● Kane’s upcoming next Thursday 4-8 pm.
● Monthly Cooks Night off coming up.

FGGB - Jessica Powell - churchillfggb@gmail.com
● Actively recruiting students and finding activities for FGGB.

After School Enrichment - Nicole Zedrow
● Young Rembrandts is starting Oct. 3 on Thursdays from 3:30-4:30
● Nicole is looking into a Robotics type class. More to come.

Reflections - Erin Ozimok
● National PTA art contest
● Theme is Accepting Imperfection
● Six categories in which students can submit artwork (e.g., dance, visual arts)
● Three divisions, including Accessible Arts Division

Fall Fest - Friday, October 18 - Emily Sugimoto
● Free family event
● Will be held inside due to construction.
● Two bounce houses, DJ, two food trucks secured.
● Will touch base with Mrs. Aldrich re: Literary Pumpkins
● Will solicit FGGB volunteers

Classroom Parties - Kirsten Dineen

mailto:churchillfggb@gmail.com


● PTA coordinates three class parties each year.
● Volunteer link to sign up will open Fri, Sept 20 at 9 pm. Please only sign up for 1 party at first to

give everyone a chance to volunteer.
● In an effort to reduce the burden some may feel, the PTA now has a supply bin for party items

that are available to be shared. Details and process for use of party supplies will be shared with

volunteers beginning in October.

Kindergarten Coordinators - Meghan Parker & Colleen Tate
● Updates will be in our newsletter. Planning a parents night out this fall.

Churchill Cares - Kate Marsh & Carrie Mariot
● Outreach group with 3 goals:

○ Winter outerwear for students who need it
○ Holiday sharing
○ Partnership with Churchill Social workers to meet individual needs throughout the year

PTA Council - Carrie Mariot
● District’s four PTAs meet together with the Superintendent about various issues and support

district-wide charitable organizations. Big agenda item for this year is to make a
recommendation for the Kinder building PTA and how that works. If anyone wants to get
involved in the planning, please reach out.

New/Old Business and Discussion Items

Revtrak/Webstore

● Lucy Pask has agreed to learn the ropes from Kate Marsh. Give them lots of notice for Revtrak

requests (any event that needs payment).

New Website

● Big thank you to Lucy Pask! website@churchillpta.org

● Still working on several functions–e.g., search, translation.

● Let Lucy know about any updates and/or if your event/program would like their own page.

● Send photographs to Lucy for main gallery (privacy-proof photos)

Custodian Appreciation Day -Wednesday, October 2

● Soliciting donations to celebrate the custodians.

Parent Teacher Conferences

● 11/4 (PTA serves dinner), 11/6, 11/19 (PTA offers dessert), 11/21

Questions/Concerns & Wrap

● Next meeting date is Wednesday, November 13 at 7 p.m. - Note the new date change due to

parent/teacher conferences.

mailto:website@churchillpta.org


Adjourned at 9:03 pm

Attendees

Remote Attendees:

● Marling Nunez

● Rebecca Taylor

● Gilda Ross

● Jackie MacMillan

In Person:

● Nina Ponce

● Emily Sugimoto

● Amanda Kanter

● Dr. Bob Bruno

● Emnie Staley

● Kate Marsh

● Michelle Trush

● Erin Ozimok

● Jasmine Rivera

● Carrie Mariot

● Anne Young

● Elizabeth Solak

● Dan Olson

● Lucy Pask

● Dee Dee Aldrich

● Kristin Travers

● Aline Cox

● Kaci Snyder

● Caryn Neumann


